
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D .C .  

PUBLIC HEARING -- November 17 ,  1971 

Appeal No. 10921 Charles  M. and E.W. Gunther,  appe l l an t s  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appe l l ee .  

Upon motion duly made, seconded and c a r r i e d ,  w i t h  M r .  Sc r ivene r  
a b s e n t ,  t h e  fol lowing Order o f  t h e  Board was en t e r ed  a t  t h e  meeting of 
November 23, 1971. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER --  December 15,  1971 

ORDE RE D : 

That t h e  appeal  f o r  va r i ance  from the  p rov i s ions  of  S e c t i o n  5102.5 
t o  permit  o f f i c e  .space on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  i n  l i e u  o f  f i r s t  f l o o r  a t  1507 22d 
S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  Lot 35, Square 67, be granted.  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  C-2-B c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  From 
1958 u n t i l  1964 the  proper ty  was zoned C-2. 

2. The ,property i s  a  fou r - s to ry  b u i l d i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  appearance 
w i t h  t h e  c e i l i n g  of t he  f i r s t  s t o r y  approximately f i v e  f e e t  above curb e l e v a t i o n .  
The f i r s t  s t o r y  con ta in s  a  garage,  u t i l i t y  space and a  c o r r i d o r  f o r  access  t o  t h e  
f l o o r s  above. Approximately 50 p e r  cen t  of  the  f i r s t  s t o r y  i s  unexcavated. A l -  
though t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  i s  more i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of a  c e l l a r ,  i t  t e c h n i c a l l y  i s  t he  
f i r s t  s t o r y .  

3 .  Under t he  C-2-B r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o f f i c e  and commercial uses  a r e  l i m i t e d  
t o  t he  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s .  

4 .  The owner o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  an a t t o r n e y  who r eques t s  permission 
t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  f o r  o f f i c e  use i n  l i e u  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

5. The C-2-B c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was intended t o  i n t e n s i f y  uses  w i th  a  
6.0 F.A.R. and 90 f e e t  i n  he igh t .  Applicants  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  p rope r ty  w i l l  no t  
be  develo,ped under t he  C-2-B r e g u l a t i o n s  u n t i l  a  s u i t a b l e  land assemblage has 
been accomplished. 

6. Owners of bu i ld ings  no r th  and south  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  ,premises have 
no ob jec t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  o f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

7. By l e t t e r  da ted  November 18, 1971, a p p l i c a n t s  reques ted  the  Board 
t o  approve t h e  premises a s  a  s ing l e -use  b u i l d i n g  f o r  lawyer 's  o f f i c e .  
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8. There was no oppos i t i on  t o  t h i s  case  expressed a t  pub l i c  hea r ing  
and t h e r e  i s  no o,pposi t ion i n  t he  record .  

OPINION : 

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t he  app l i can t s  have e s t a b l i s h e d  a  hardsh ip  
w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of  the  va r i ance  c l ause  and t h a t  t h e  s t r i c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
t he  C-2-B r egu la t i ons  would r e s u l t  i n  ,pecul ia r  and exce,pt ional  , p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
upon t h e  owner. The r eques t  i s  gran ted  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  f i l e d  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  
only.  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  can  be gran ted  wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l  
de t r iment  t o  t h e  ,publ ic  good and wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impair ing t h e  i n t e n t ,  pur-  
,pose and i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  Zone Plan as  embodied i n  h e  Zoning Regulat ions and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C . BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

BY: 
GEORGE A. GROGAN 

Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Board 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS ONLY 
UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS FILED WITH THE 
DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


